March 24, 1983 LB 64

overnnent for |ow incone assistance and only about, oh,

guess about 44 mllion woul d be considered for weat heﬁ_'hza-
tion. Wat happens is, you have a low incone famly. ey
have an ol der hone. They get |ow i ncone energy assistance
and that pays for their utility bills and that.older home
is obviously going to have problens with poor insulation
and it is poorly built and they have high energy bills and
that |s all paid for through our tax dollars and it seens
to ne a nuch wi ser use of our tax dollars |If nore noney was
going into the weatherl zatl on and we woul dn't ‘Pﬁed uite as
much nmoney going into the energy assistance. € more we
put into weatherlzatlon the nore we save in energy and the
nore tax dollars are saved as a result of that and there is
a bill, LB 228, which would divert another mllion dollars
into hone weat herizatlon, It is down in the Revenue Comm t -
tee, but again the point is that we are paying for it one
way or we are paying for it the other way and It seens to
ne the long termbenefit is fromthe weatherlzatlon and |
wi sh a higher priority was placed on it. But right nowit
is separated off in the Energy Departnent. 1he assistance
program is over In the Wl fare Departnent and it seens these
two things dealing with the sane type of people and the sane
problem if conbined, would see a better use of that noney
and the priorities that | think would better benefit the
State of Nebraska over the long run mght be inplenented.
It I's, in nmy estimation, a very wi se change |In policy,
would | think help us a great deal In dealing wth one
of the severe problens we have in this state in | ow income
ener gy assi stance because we have many | ow i ncone who are
unable to pay those utility bills that everybody has seen
the last few nmonths and previous years, a hundred and two
hundred plus in gas bills during the winter are outrageous
for any of us but for someone on low incone it |Is al nost
i mpossi ble. We' ve got to deal with that probl emand these

two prograns do that and should be conbined over into the
Ener gy fice.

SPEAKER NI CHOL: Senat or Warner and t hen Senator Newel | .

SENATOR WARNER: M. President, nmenbers of the Legislature,
| Just wanted to comment on Senator Landis' remarks earlier
that there will be an anendnent of ggreg OP. Sel Fct File thﬁt
will pernit the transfer for the - 84 Tiscal year of the
bl ock grant In which tomnergy funds are contained I n the
amount of 41.6 million which if not done wouldrequire a
41.6 mllion of general fund to replace it and Senator
Landl s i ndi cated concurrence of that problemwould not be
created. Secondly, as he also indicated, the anendnent
will permt the Departnent of Energy to contract with

Wl fare for those people who are on welfare and al so then
avoi di ng any general fund inpact as the fiscal note Indl-
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